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Technology can be a blessing, but without the right guidance, it can fall short of its actual potential.
 


About a year and a half ago, Yitzie Katz bought his first GPS device. On one of his travels he started playing with all its features when he noticed that – even though he was parked right in front of a kosher establishment – it didn’t come up on his device. Says Yitzie, “I was so surprised and shocked that I couldn’t use my GPS to its full capabilities.”
 


He continued to push all the buttons on his device but couldn’t find anyplace that clearly indicated any kosher establishment. After doing an extensive search on the World Wide Web he realized that no such information was available for any GPS device. “There are a couple of websites that gave a list of restaurants but not all the hashgachahs were reliable and no website is of use while driving anyway.”
 


With Yitzie’s background in computers and technology, he wasn’t going to let that be the end of it. He decided to create a database of glatt kosher and dairy restaurants to be downloaded into his GPS points of interest (POI). At first he thought he wouldn’t be able to complete the task at hand but with his wife Elaine’s support he did a little bit each night. “She kept on telling me to do 5-10 more entries each night.” He worked on the database and slowly, after months of detailed work, created a data​base of over 1,000 glatt kosher restaurants all over the USA and Canada which, when installed in his GPS, worked perfectly in locating kosher restaurants in the vicinity where he was driving. Yitzie tried to get as many places all over the continent as he could with the most reliable hashgachahs. “I tested it when we took a vacation to Canada and Boston and it worked perfectly.”
 


After completing what he thought was an impossible task, his wife insisted, “After all that hard work, you should allow other people to get some good use out of it, too.” So in January of 2007, Yitzie launched www.KosherRestaurantsGPS.com.
 


www.KosherRestaurantsGPS.com allows GPS devices to provide the information wanted when needed. Once you pick from the choices given that are in your vicinity at the touch of a button, the data​base gives you the address, phone number and directions to that restaurant. “It’s gotten to the point that new restaurant owners are contacting me to ask if I can add their restaurant to the database.”
 


In addition to dairy and glatt kosher restaurants, Yitzie has also included a FREE database of over 2,000 minyanim all over the USA and Canada and will in the future add mikvaos. 


Now, months later, his website gets a constant flow of traffic.
 


People are very happy with what he has done. Commented Martin Leidner of New Hempstead, NY, “As I am currently in aveilos and travel, the minyan locater on my GPS device has given me tremendous peace of mind in locating minyanim without the normal worry that we bear for the year. Additionally the kosher restaurant locater was so useful on my recent travels on vacation with my family.”
 


KosherRestaurantsGPS sends out monthly updates because new places open, places close and some places lose their hashgachah. Yitzie is constantly checking his resources to keep up to date with information. In addition, people traveling now contact him through the website to inform him about new places and changes they see on their travels.
 


This is a great resource for anyone traveling on vacation or business.
 


For more information, or to download the Kosher Restaurants GPS program, visit www.KosherRestaurantsGPS.com.
