Beam Me Up
A Kosher Eatery

tuck in city traffic one day two years

ago, Yitzie Katz began playing around

with the features on his navigation sys-
tem, one of which was restaurant
listings.

“T was parked in front of a kosher
restaurant, but it didn’t even come up
on the list,” he said. “If I weren’t a
New Yorker, I wouldn’t have known
it was kosher.”

Katz, a former caterer and
software specialist who lives in
Kew Gardens Hills, then set to
work compiling a data base of
kosher restaurants to download
into his GPS (Global Positioning
System).

“It took me months, I almost
didn’t do it at all because I got
so overwhelmed,” he said. “My
wife kept prodding me to do more,
another five tonight, another 10.”
By the time he was finished, he’d
gathered information on more than 1,000
kosher restaurants in the U.S. and Can-
ada.

He created the list by checking with
various kashrut authorities including the
Orthodox Union, Circle K and Star K, as
well as the Chicago Rabbinical Council.
Then he plotted their latitude and longi-
tude coordinates. The program is compat-
ible with a number of GPS devices such as
Garmin, TomTom, Magellan and PalmOne

Yitzie Katz demonstrates his Kosher GPS system. To date,
more than 1,000 kosher restaurants in the U.S. and Canada
are programmed into the device.

Tungsten T3, and costs only $18. It can be
downloaded from the Web site, kosherres-
taurantsgps.com. Katz says he is receiving

“thousands” of hits a month.

If this price isn’t low enough, Katz
offers additional perks. Along with the
1,000-plus restaurant listings, the program
also includes more than 2,000 listings for
Orthodox minyanim and monthly updates.
He plans on adding other listings, such as
mikvehs, through later updates.

“I felt if [customers] are buying
the data base for restaurants, I'd
give them something to make it a
no-brainer,” Katz said. “It’s chesed,
added value.”

The system includes phone
numbers for the restaurants, as it
warns that users should call and
verify that the restaurant is still
under supervision.

“Wherever people are travel-
ing, they should know where they
can get something to eat,” Katz said.
The listings include supermarkets in
areas with few kosher options, and
very few bakeries are listed, except
in those areas with slim kosher pick-
ings.

“People have traveled to Boston,
Minnesota, California and used it, so
I know it works,” he said. “It’s nice to hear
my sweat didn’t go for naught.”
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