	

	Issue Date: February 2008, Posted On: 1/22/2008 

GPS Goes Glatt
by Lindsey Miller

Global positioning system (GPS) satellites may have an eye on nearly everything on the planet, but what they can't see is a restaurant's kosher certification. That is, until Queens, N.Y., resident Yitzie Katz got involved. 

Katz, a frequent traveler, was parked outside a kosher restaurant in New York about two years ago when he noticed it wasn't appearing on his GPS device. Hunger, or maybe just frustration, led him to a novel solution: build a database of all the kosher restaurants in the U.S. and Canada - even one in Puerto Rico - to import into his GPS device. 

"After realizing the magnitude of the project, I almost didn't even start working on it," says Katz, whose full-time job is in sales and marketing. "Not only did I have to find places, I also had to feel confident that they had a reliable hashgacha [kosher certification], and then I had to find the longitude and latitude of every location." 
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At the push of a button, users can access over 1,000 kosher restaurants via their GPS devices using a list downloaded from KosherRestaurantsGps.com. 
Photo courtesy of KosherRestaurantsGps.com
Although he never intended to make the list available to other kosher-keepers, Katz said it took so much work finding and mapping the more than 1,000 restaurants - he completed the list at nights and on Sundays by contacting the various certification companies, such as the Orthodox Union - that he decided to sell it as well. 

So he founded the Web site www.KosherRestaurantsGps.com, and today more than 400 users have downloaded the $18 list, which includes the phone numbers and addresses of the restaurants, as well as a reminder for users to call the restaurant and verify their hashgacha. 

In addition to kosher restaurants, Katz has now included in the database a listing of over 2,000 minyanim across the U.S. and Canada. Currently he is working on a list of mikvahs, or ritual baths, and a way to put the database of kosher restaurants on his Web site for travelers' convenience. And unlike other GPS databases, he provides his subscribers with a monthly update that lists new kosher restaurants and those that have lost their hashgacha. 

"There are other add-ons to GPSes, but nothing like mine," Katz says. "And there is certainly nothing that gives you updates. I'm very diligent in my research." 

Katz's lists can be downloaded from his Web site and uploaded onto a personal GPS device using "Points of Interest" (P.O.I.), loader that comes with the device or can be found online - it can take anywhere from 10 seconds to several minutes depending on the brand of GPS. Popular brands include Garmin, TomTom, Magellan or Mio and cost between about $200 and $500. 

While doing his research, Katz said he wasn't surprised that places like New York, California and Las Vegas had a lot of kosher restaurants and minyanim. He did find, though, that Washington D.C. did not have as many as he thought. And for the few places that had nothing - like Lake George in upstate New York - he tried to include a listing for a grocery store like Price Chopper that sells kosher packaged food. 

"My wife yells at me because it takes a lot more time than she thought," Katz says of the project. "I have a lot of marketing ideas and such, but I will work on them once I hit 1,000 or 2,000 users." 

- Lindsey Miller 



